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SUBJ: SOWETO READING ROOM 

REF: STATE 173021 

1 . ASIDE FROM DEVELOPING THE POSSIBILITY OF ENLARGING THE 
CURRENT SPACE IN THE YMCA, WE HAVE MADE NO PROGRESS TOWARD 
REPLACEMENT OF THE SOWETO READING ROOM. ADEQUATE ALTERNATIVE 
FACILITIES ARE NOT AVAILABLE IN THE TOWNSHIP. WE EXPLORED 
CONSTRUCTION SITE POSSIBILITY WHICH PROVED UNFORTUNATELY 

TO BE OUTSIDE OF SOWETO. THE YMCA HAS INFORMALLY APPROACHED 
THE WEST RAND ADMINISTRATION BOARD (WRAB) ABOUT CONSTRUCTION 
BY THE YMCA OF A NEW BUILDING NEXT TO ITS PRESENT FACILITY. 

BELIEVE WE COULD PROVIDE 
APPROPRIATE SPACE IN SUCH A NEW 

BUILDING, THOUGH THE YMCA DID NOT MENTION OUR INTEREST IN 
ITS APPROACH TO THE WRAB. TO SECURE WRAB CONSIDERATION THE 
YMCA WILL HAVE TO SUBMIT PLANS AND ARRANGE FINANCING. 

2. THOUGH WE INTEND TO CONTINUE PURSUING THE MATTER, WE 
BELIEVE WE SHOULD DO SO AT THE PRESENT TIME IN A LOW-KEY 
MANNER, GIVEN THE SENSITIVITY SOUTH AFRICANS ARE 
EXPERIENCING ABOUT THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE FACT THAT THE READING ROOM ITSELF HAS RECENTLY 
COME UNDER PUBLIC SCRUTINY (CAPE TOWN 1044, JOHANNESBURG 
1584). 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. THE CURRENT READING ROOM IN THE YMCA HAS BEEN WELL 
RECEIVED BY THE BLACK COMMUNITY IN SOWETO. WE BELIEVE 
THAT A NEW, ENLARGED FACILITY WOULD, IN THE PRESENT 
ATMOSPHERE, BE EQUALLY IF NOT MORE WELCOME. 

4. WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO THE FOREGOING BEING PASSED 
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INFORMALLY TO THE INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE, 

BUT WE BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT THAT IT NOT BE FOR THE PUBLIC 
RECORD AT THIS TIME FOR THE REASONS STATED IN PARA 2 
ABOVE AND OUT OF CONSIDERATION FOR THE SOWETO YMCA AND 
OTHERS WHO ARE TRYING TO BE HELPFUL. 

BOWDLER 
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